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Letter from the Front R«

Dear Delegates,

Welcometo the Sikh Empire at MSUMUN XIX! My name is Annie Beaubien
and | am thrilled to be your chair for this weekend. | am from Huntington Woods, M
(Metro Detroit), and | am currently a senior studying International Relations an
Comparative Cultures and Padg. | have been doing Model UN for all four years of
college, but this is only my third year doing MSUMUN. In the past, | was an Assistat
Chair for the African Union, and last year | was the Under Secr&aneral of
Technology and Operations for MSUMUNV | | | . | am al so or
Model UN team, MSUIRO.

This is my first time ever chairing a crisis committee, so | am just as excited ¢
you are to see where this weekend will take us! This committee provides
opportunity to change history, anal pprovide a window into what India might have
looked like if the British were unable to colonize the entire subcontinent. If you hav
any questions, please feel free to reach out!

Joining me will be my assistant chair Matthew Mancini. He is a freshmat
studying Business and Sociology. He loves attending EDM festivals and his favori
artists are Marshmello and lllenium. He claims to be very good at beatboxing, b
prefers not to beatbox in front of people. He enjoys watching award winning film
and one of & favorites is Good Will Hunting (RIP Robin Williams).

Good luck delegates! We look forward to seeing great debate in room
MSUMUN XIX.

Sincerely,

Front Room Staff
Sikh Empire
MSUMUN XIX
crisis6@msumun.org
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Letter from the Back Roon

Welcome to the Sikh Empire side of the An@ikh War Joint Crisis Committee at MSUMUN XIX. My
name is Megan Andrews, | am incredibly excited to have the honor of running this committee with my fello
senior and junior staffers. | am originally from Nomfgton, England but moved to Ann Arbor, Michigan in
2009. I am studying Entomology, the study of insects, and | am in my final year at MSU. | have been doing Moc
UN since my Sophomore year of High School, and doing MSUMUN since my freshman year at M&#d. |
previously been an AC in the European Commission Committee, an ACD in the Hurricane Katrina Cris
Committee as well asthe Franéd geri an JCC | ast year. Il 6m a cat |
me up at 4 am with toys.

This committee hebeen an exciting journey since we first decided that we want to make it into the JCC
| first learnt about the topic in high school during a colonialism history lesson. The connection to what m
ancestors did made me learn more about what the Sikh Ewgtethrough and their rich history, religion, and
culture. I am hoping that you will all learn about the trials of war, the historical family rivalries, and cultural
identity. While you are researching please keep in mind the basis of the events ke digitussing. You guys
have the chance to experience what a historical change could have made. Please feel free contact me if you
any questions about research or the committee in general.

Helping me direct the committee in the crisis room is thiszamgegroup of ACDs:

Leah Louis-Ferdinand

Hel | o, my name is Leah, | 6m a freshman study
Democracy in the College of Education and James
BacktoMeNowo written and performed by Celine Dion. |
to me.

Sunawer Aujla
Hi, my name is Sunawer Aujla and | am a freshi

Canada and | come from a Punjabi Siamily. This is my first year doing MUN and | am an Assistant Crisis
Director for the Sikh Empire side of the JCC. | spend my free time painting, watching or playing sports,
spending time with friends and family.
Sahil Saini

Hi! My name is Sahil Sainl.am a senior at Michigan State University studying Information Technology
and Computer Science. This is my first year doing MUN and | am an Assistant Crisis Director with the Sikh sic
of this Joint Crisis Committee. | am a big basketball and footbhakfal play more video games than | should in
my free time.
Kevin Kraef

Hey, my name is Kevin Kragf am a freshman at James Madison College of Public Affairs and majoring
in International Relations. | am originally a German citizen from Zurich, Switzerland. Model UN has been one «
my passions since sophomore year of highschool and MSUMUN was alneyd my favorite conferences to
attend. | enjoy playing tennis, reading, having a good political debate, and watching soccer with some friends
the weekends.

We look forward to seeing where you take this committee, and everything that you come up with!

Good luck delegates,

Megan Andrews

Crisis Director of the Sikh Empire
MSUMUN XIX
crisis@msumun.org
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Letter from the Joint Crisis

Hello delegates,

| am extremely excited to welcome you all to the First Arfgilikh War Joint
Crisis Committee at MSUMUN XIX! My name is Karan Dhillon, and | will be
serving as the Joint Crisis Director for this committednat this means is that | will
be spending my weekd ensuring that both sides of this JCC are running smoothl
and in unison with one another.

| 6m originally from the Ann Arbor .
grown up in a Punjabi Sikh family so preparing this committee has been especia
important to me. | have spent the last 7 years partaking in Model UN as a deleg:
and staffer, and am excited to spend my last MSUMUN making sure this committe
Is the most rewarding experience possible for every delegate in attendance! My otl
experienes in Model UN include serving in various roles in MSUMUN committees
over the last few years including chairing the African Union and Assistant Crisi
Directing Juan Perondés Cabinet, as wi
member for the MSUniternational Relations Organizatiewhich is our competitive
Model UN team here at Michigan State University. Outside of Model UN, | am ¢
Senior majoring in Supply Chain Management who loves watching basketball, at
trying and eating lots of great food.

This committee will be a challenging experience, It looks to uncover a locatio
and time period in history that is often ignored, along with forcing delegates t
consider the results of their actions on the opposing side. That being said, ev
staffer that is a part of this committee understands that there may be many questio
and we are here to answer them! So p

Good luck, and hereds to a great wee
Karan Dhillon

Joint Crisis Director of the Firginglo Sikh War

MSUMUN XIX

Crisis6@msumun.org
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MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY MODEL UNITED NATIONS
Rule and Procedures

Crisis committees are quick, exciting, and dynamic form of Model United Nations. These committees a
generally smaller in size and examine specific eventdaadions throughout history. Whereas a typical GA or
specialized committees will debate two or three main, global issues over the course of the conference, ci
requires delegates respond quictdp numerous, nuanced dilemmas which arise. Furthermore, time in a crisis
committee is not static. The world around the crisis committee will continue to flow and even react to the actio
of the committee and its respective delegates. For example, if tmittemis the U.S. National Security Council
and decides to invade Iran, Iran might decide to launch missiles at the Gulf Fleet. Each action which is taken
crisis committee will be met with a reaction that can be either beneficial or harmful. Thigiie delegates a
sense of urgency and realism that cannot be felt in any other committee.

The thing that makes this committee different from a regular crisis committee is the fact that it is a Joi
Crisis Committee. This means that there are two @iffecrisis committee rooms. The first room is the Sikh
Empire side of the committee and the second is the British East India Company. The actions of each side
affect the other. Both sides will be receiving drops on similar affairs and delegates@amotss to people in the
other crisis room. Other than these differences the committees will run exactly the same way as a normal cr
committee, and follow the same rules.

In the actual committee room, the most significant change from a GA is tleediydecuments the body
can pass. Whereas a GA will pass a large resolution at the end of the committee, crisis delegates will have to
smaller, more direct documents to address pressing issues. There are three documents whigassay In a
crisiscommittee:

0 Directives: These are shorter versions of resolutions that are usually only a page long. They are t
primary means through which the committee acts. For example, a CDC committee would pass a direct

which placed Houston under quarantineoatbreak occurred.
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Communiques These are used when the committee wishes to speak to someone who is not presently

(@]

the room and is needed to give information on a certain event or topic. For example, if the U.S. Natior

Security Council wanted to speat a representative of the Iranian government, they would send a

communique to an Iranian Ambassador.

0 Press ReleasesThese are utilized to inform the public of what the committee is doing or a particular
stance the committee is taking on various issuessHReleases are best used to attempt to calm the public
when there is a crisis.

The other alteration which will be seen in a crisis committee is that delegates will be able to take the
own action through crisis notes. According to their specific osithey will be able to use their resources in
anywayt hey see fit so as to advance both their own
the CIA may direct a operative to infiltrate a terrorist organization. The actions you takeyedrp must be
reasonable given your position. Like directives, however, the outcome of your individual actions can have varyi
results. Crisis notes are expected to be well written and have a clear objective in mind.

A note should include 3 main paremintroduction, a thesis, and then an explanation. The introduction
should state how you know the person that you are addressing the note to. Notes must always be address
someone so that there is a person who is the performing the actions you @esfi kis would looksomething
like the following:

Dear Professor Johnson, | miss the days that | was simply a student in your class learning about an
idealistic America. | am thankful for all the support you have been providing the years since my
graduation.

This introduction shows that you have a personal relation with the character giving you more justificatic
to ask for them to do something for you. The next section would be the thesisofdla@so known as the task
you wish them to accomplish for you. This would I@mknething like the following:

| am writing to you to ask for your support in my race to belexted as president.
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This should a be a simple and straightforward task. Thestexxts to describe how you want them to do

this. This would look something alike to the following:
If you wish to support nte-election,please help fund my campaign. | am looking for a donation of
$10,000 to help me travel and rally in the Westeatest If you support me | can ensure that the University of
Oregon receives additional funding for tRelitical Science department.
It is always beneficial to add an incentive as to why the person should do this for you. If the character yc
writing to has no incentive to dsomethingthen Crisis will not feel as motivated to fulfill your required actions.
Please let us know if you have any questions whatsoever about how a JCC runs, how to write a crisis note, or

general crisis questions!

This committee will be starting in early July 1939, directly after Ranjit Singh died. Kharak Singh
is the current Maharaja and is the chair of this committee.

Basics of Sikhism
Sikhism began in the ¥5century with the teachings of Guru Nanak. Sikhism differed greatly from

Hinduism and Islam, the two prominent religions in the region at the time. Nine other Gur

foll owed in Nanako6s footsteps and
continent. Thenine Gurus that followed Nanak were Guru Angad, Guru Amar
Guru Ram Das, Guru Arjan Dev, Guru Har Gobind, Guru Har Rai, Guru
Krishan, Guru Tegh Bahadur, and Guru Gobind Singh. These gurus were se
divine messengers of god, and were leaderseofeligion during each of their lives.
The teachings of Guru Nanak were compiled and written down by the second Guru, Guru
Angad. He used a bibliography of Guru Nanak and added 63 stanzas he created which were put in a sacred

called Guru GranttSahib. The sacred book is meant to represent an eternal Guru carrying the history at

teachings of all ten Gurus. Unlike the bible, these teachings are sung according to a raga, or a melodic framew
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Sikhism is a monotheistic religion. The ten Gurus diseiples of God, Waheguru, who is considered

shapeless, nameless, timeless, and invisible. The idea behind Sikhism is a combination of spiritual developn
and moral conduct. Guru Nanak said "Truth is the highest virtue, but higher still is truthfgl.liln Sikhism,
anger, attachment, greed, ego, and lust are considered the five thieves BhesiB#h Gurus also taught that
there were 5 virtues that were positive human qualities that all should look to possess. These were Sat (trt
Daya (compasion), Santokh (contentment), Nimrata (humility), and Pyaar (love). Following the teachings o
Guru Granth Sahib can lead to salvation and the five thieves can cause one to lose their connection with C
Sikhs can also achieve salvation by performingess services and following dharam or the moral order. There
are three main forms of service; Tan, Man, and Dhan. Tan is physical, or physically serving the religion |
assisting others and carrying out the teachings of the religion. Man is mentatyongt@nd understanding the
teachings of God. Dhan is material, or giving materialy to those in need. All of these should be done for t
purpose of serving waheguru and not for personal gain.

The Gurdwara is a place of prayer for Sikh people that is aindl a church, mosque, or temple.
Gurdwaras have a main room called a darbar. When people come to pray they must take off their shoes and ¢
their heads. Therare three main services during prayer; Shabad Kirtan, Paath, and Sangat. Shabad Kirtan
singing hymns from Guru Granth Sahib. Paath is a reading from Guru Granth Sahib. Sangat is a commur
kitchen where Langar takes place. Langar is a meal meant for anyone, regardless of religion, color, caste et
was started by Guru Nanak and was madeufa by Guru Angad. The ideology behind Langar is to provide

service to people and to alsilidistinctions between humans.

Militarization of the Sikh People (1600s1718)

Of the ten Gurus, the last six listed were persecuted by Islamic emperors for not converting to Islam. T
sixth Guru, Guru Har Gobind militarized the Sikh people to resist oppression from Muslims and Hindus. In 167
the Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb was fdgi converting Hindus to Islam. Guru Tegh Bahadur went to confront
the Emperor where he was told to convert or sacrifice himselthdesedo sacrifice himself in front of Red
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Fort in Delhi. This cemented a commitment to religious freedom among the Sikledast Guru, Guru Gobind

Singh was the son of Guru Tegh Bahadur. He established the Khalsa, a special group of Sikh warriors, to fi
Emperor Aurangzeb and several other kings. The original Khalsa are still honored today and the term Khalsa:
usedin later years as a sign of respect as well. While Guru Gobind Singh did not choose a religious succes:
instead stating that Sikhs should look to the Guru Granth Sahib (the Sikh holy text) for religious guidance, t
guestion of who will lead the Siklagainst the religious oppressors was still in question. In 1708, Guru Gobind
Singh met and chose Banda Singh Bahadur to lead the Khalsa, and the Sikhs against thErivhighal

Banda Singh Bahadurds first c¢ongqguel30, whichdeldtah a t

treasury and lead to financial support for tl 4 |ous HISTORICAL MAP OF PUNJAB
® JHELUM oy i ) THE Six RIVERS
. .- . . CHINAB v |
Sikhs. After establishing his authority throuc s raw i
® SUTLE) %
. . . ® BEAs sawrdy .
this action, he lead various attacks a G FY Tl
5;'.“.' s gy \,",:: """ qm¢..'$

sl i ¢

eventually controlled various amounts
territory around the Sultej river. He attempte H
to establib a state that failed, but is know
famously for putting an end to the Zaminde

system where aristocrats and nobles h

A L]
thl$ . Rt

enormous amounts of land and collected ta: ' T
. . . . Prohwsscc &
on this land, even without working it o Db
Hindy y
i i i Nalim -

having any true claim on it. On June 9th, 17 WWW.PUNJABONLINE.COM

Banda Singh Bahadur was brutally killed in confinement by the Mughal Empire. Along with his death in 171¢
Mu g h al Emperor Farrukh Siyar issued all Si khs to
head of every sikh. During this time &&converted, and many hid in jungles and other hidden areas in order tc

escape prosecution.
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The Sikh Confederacy (1718 1799)

This level of Mughal prosecution lasted until 1733 when Bahadur Zakariya Khan, the Mughal governc
of Lahore came to terms thithe fact that using force to suppress the Sikhs by force was not working effectively
and decided to instead offer the Sikhs an estate of land of one lakh (100,000) rypaedletitle of Nawab
(viceroy) to any singular leader of the Sikhs, anditéd access to the holy city of Amritsar. The Sikhs accepted
this offer from the Mughals and decided to select Kapur Singh to be hold the title of Nawab. Since Guru Gobi
Singhés death, Sikhs had already bayearduang theholiddys oh g
Vaisakhi and Diwali, but after finally having some level of autonomy Sikhs started to hold more structure
meetings when they met and group themselves into groups tmasleeareas that they were from.

During one of thesdiannual meetings in Amritsar, Naw.

Kapur Singh (pictured to the right) decided that the meeting SI‘;

should be divided into two groups militarily called Buddha Dal (1: »
elder group) and Taruna Dal (The younger group). While prosec
from the Mughalscontinued on and off for the next few years, t
establishment of some level of structure helped the Sikhs stay un
By 1739, the Shah of Persia Nader Shah had invaded the M
Empire, giving another blow to the already weakening Mughals
furtherallowing the Sikhs to consolidate themselves.
On July 1st, 1745 during a biannual meeting of the Sikhs, they

gathered at Amritsar and passed a resolution rearranging themselves into 25 groups. This number then grew
groups operating in different parts of Punjab by March of 1748. The old divisetmgeen Buddha Dal and
Taruna Dal were maintained and each of these 65 group fit into these two divisions. Each group was indepen

but all acknowledged the position of Nawab Kapur Singh over them as they met.
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On March 29th, 1748 Sikhs convened asalisti Amritsar on Vaisakhi. Having faced in invading Afghan

force that year, and seeing the state of the Mughal Empire the Sikhs decided to organize themselves into an
more unified resistance to the Mughals and the entire military force (Khalsag &ikhs was unified into a

singular body titled the Dal Khalsa, led under

the command of Sardar Jassa Singh Ahluv
The 65 groups of Sikhs were grouped into
misls, or states, each under their own sar
(chief) holding a separate name and banr
The names and leaders of these 11 misls
listed below.

Green- Sikh Misl or eventual Sikh
territory; Orange- Mughal Empire at variou
points; Blue line-out | i ne of
Mughal Empire at the timef the Afghan
invasion of 1757

The 11 misls (witmumbers corresponding to the picture above) were as follows:

(2) Ahluvalia misl under Jassa Singh Ahluvalia, (7) Karorsinghia misl under Karora Singh,

(3) Bhangi misunder Hari Singh, (8) Nishanarivali misunder Dasaundha Singh,

(4) Kanhaya misunder Jai Singh, (9) Sukerchakia misl under Charhai Singh,

(5) Ramgarhia mlsunder Jassa Singh (10) Dallevalia misunder Gulab Singh,
Ramgarhia, (11) Nakkai misunder Hira Singh,

(6) Singhpuria (also called Faizplaria) misl (12) Shahidmid under Dip Singh.

under Nawab Kapur Singh,
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The Number (1) in the above picture represents the unofficial 12th Phulkiari misl under Baba Ala Sing

of Patiala, and was not part of the Dal Khalsa command. All misls were divided into the original divisions ¢
Buddha Dal and Taruna Dal but for all purposes the new divisions were the ones utilized for orgakiVielon.
Jassa&ingh Ahluvalla was chosen to be in joint command of the entire Dal Khalsa, Nawab Kapur Singh continu
to be acknowledged as the leaded anpreme commander.

These misleach used their military force to establish themselves in their regions as the Mughal Empit
collapsed, along with continuing to meet biannually in Amritsar to discuss issues of importance and pe
resolutions among themselves. By 1764, The Dal Khalshdreestimated strength of 70,000 men consisting of
cavalry; artillery and infantry, and had fully formed into a confederacwyelf-defined misls that worked
independently to run their states while maintaining links and dialogue as units of the Dal Kbatsaiing to
meet biannually to discuss issues of importance. These misls often had disagreements at the expense o

another but held up as a unified force ia tace of any external threats.

Progress made by Ranjit Singh
and Foundations of theSikh
Empire

Ranjit Singh (178A.839) was one of the mos

powerful and charismatic figures in history. He was kno
for his consummate humanity, ruling his empire w
secularity and complete freedom of expression. Des
being devoted to the Sikh faithe ldid not make any effor
to propagate it, as he was respectful of all religions, ga
so far as to employ Hindus and Muslims among his

ministers. Ranjit Singh was inspired by the principles of peaceful coexistence instructed by Sikh Gurus and pla:

gred importance on the upholding of rights of others, while remaining firm in exercising his own. The nickname
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AShePrunj ab, 0 meaning AThe Lion of Punjabo was <co

personal magnetism.

Towards the end of &11700s, the five most powerful misls were those of Sukerchakia, Kanhayas, Nakkai
Ahluvalias and Bhangi Sikhs. Ranijit Singh belonged to the first, and through marriage had a reliable alliance w
Kanhayas and Nakkais. In 1792, at the age of 12 RanphSassumed a position of power when his father died,
leaving him as the leader of the Sukerchakia Misl. In 1797, at the age of 17 he fought off the Afghans as tt
attempted to annex the region that he ruled. His victory gained him recognition anddtean more when
he again fought off the Afghans the next year.

Shortly after, in 1799, Ranjit Singh led an army of 25,000 men witta Hisl sugperidto the region
surrounding Lahore and seized it, the capital of Punjab in prdsgrRakistan, and wammed governor of the
city by an Afghan king. This was the first major step towards his visions of the future. Lahore was once the priz
possession of the Mughal s, t hen of the Abdal i, e
Lahore wa to issue an order that his officers and troops were to treat the people in the city with courtesy a
consideration. In 1800, Ranjit Singh captured Amritsar, in present day India, the most important commercial p
in northern India. Apart from its geagphic significance, Amritsar also holds religious significance for the Sikhs.
Amritsar is home to the Sri Harmandir Sahib, also known as Darbar Sahib, and informally referred to as t
Golden Temple, built on the land where the first guru and foundeedbith religion came to meditate by the
lake. On April 12, 1801, Ranjit Singh celebrated Vaisakhi, the Sikh holiday that celebrates the Birth of Sikhisr
by proclaiming himself as Maharaja of Punjab and fulfilling his goal of formally uniting all of #ief&ctions

into one state.
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In some cases, Ranjit Singh was satisfied by receiving revenue, while others were settled not only by fo

of arms but through alliances entered into by marrying his sons, sisters and daughters into families of conseque
One particular seizure commanded by Ranjit Singh that attested to his character was that of the 1818 captur
Pashtun territory, including Peshawar and the province of Multan. It put an end to more than a hundred year
Muslim rule in that area and prioed a striking contrast between Ranjit Singh and all the other 4sloedding
armies in the history of India; he had made it an ironclad rule that his armies would not indulge in carnage, I
burn holy books, nor destroy mosques, and no women would ested) nor men flayed alive. The conquered
people blessed their conqueror and prayed for his long life. In his 45 years of life, Ranijit Singh acquired the en
districts of Gujranwala, Sheikhpura, Jhelum, Shahpur, Fatehgunj, the salt mines of Kewiraddbadan Khan,

the northerly fort of Rohtas, captured Chakwal, Jalalpur, Rasulpur, the towns of Kot Sahib Khan, Raja Ka K

arts of Chaj, and Sind Saga, and took manv . "
P : s Sikh Empire under

other territories under his control. He he Mahara]a Ranjlt Slngh 1838AD

spent his lifetime creating a broad basgoo

which his grandson had the opportunity

Kashmir tah

Srinagar

establish a strong empire of the Sikhs.
The western border of the empire wi S

the Khyber Pass in Afghanistan, and tl

®Jzmmu

Dera Baba
Nanak

Amritsar
®L_ahore

eastern border was modern day China. T

Dera Ismail Khan

southern border was the city of Multan, at oalandar

(] AnInogam)
Mankera @Anandpur

Kasur@

®Rupar

[ ]
Ludhiana .
" Malerkotlag Sirhind .Chang rh“P

Nabha @
Faridkot Patial
@Bhatinda

®Ferozepur

the northern border was Kashmir. Tt

e o
Ariibala Kalsia

Saharanpur
@Kamal
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modern day Punjab, which means Afive riverso in

Sutlej, Chenab and Jhelum, whiate all tributaries of the river Indus. A substantial portion of land in the Sikh
Empire was used for agricultural production. Some of the most widely grown crops included wheat, rice, barle

legumes, and pearl millet. Other crops grown included cottackmias, and sugarcahe.

Militar y Structure of the Sikh Empire

Western Militay Equivalent Ranks of Sikh Army

Kumedan/Jarnalil Major General

Sardar Brigadier General
Adjudan Kumedan Staff Colonel

Kalnal Colonel
Kalnaki-Sahni Senior Lt. Colonel
Jamadar Kalnal Lt. Colonel
Mahjzr-i-Sahni Senior Major

Mahzor Major

Kaptan Captain

Jamadar First Class Lieutenant
Jamadai#-Sahni Second Class Lieutenant
Adjudan Safis Chief Warrant Officer
Adjudan Seph Warrant Officer
Sarjan Mazhor Sergeant Major
Adjudan/Sarjan Sergeant
Muttasadi/Phuriya Supply Sergeant

Naik Corporal

Sepoy (infantry)/Sowar (cavalry), Topchi (artillery)| Private

1 https://www.britannica.com/place/Punjatatelndiatref281461
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SikhMilitary Structure and Command

The Sikh military was also known as the Khalsa military as it was made up exclusively of select highl
trained Sikh men also known as fAKhal saod -IsAm(rehilae r s .
army) and the FadrKhas or (elite any). Additionally, there were auxiliary troops levied from n8ikh states
or mercenaries that were hired to supplement the Sikh army which were also highly trained. This section of
Sikh army was known as the FduBe Qawaid(auxiliary forces). The Sikh army placed a large importance on
infantry and cavalry units and each received special training for their roles on the battlefield.

Infantry was divided into traditional brigade800QCpersontroop), regiments 100Gpersontroop),
battalions 400-persontroop), companieslQ0-persontroop), and sections (platoorss0-persontroop). The
cavalry was divided into Risalas (regiments) and sections. They received higher pay than infantry soldiers as t
had to master compex Sikltle tactics and cavalry formations which made them the most lethal division of the
entire army. Special attention was paid to artillery units later on in the modernization of the army under Gene
Allard after they were divided into classical artilldrgttalions and batteries (B2 troops).

The Sikh army was commanded by Maharaja Ranijit Singh as the executive commander of all forces ¢
he delegated command to his most trusted major generals such as General Jean Francois Allard and Hari $
Nalwawho fought and died in the battle of Jamrud near Nepal. Commands were otherwise divided up and rela
down the ranks seen in the table above. Live battlefield tactical decisions would be maggdoynahcommand
centers made up of Jarnails, Sardars, Atjddan Kumedan officers who would have these decisions relayed
back to Kalnals, Mazhors, and Kaptans in the field, these would give the orders directly to their battalions a
companies who would execute them bglens of Jamadars and Sarjans.

Military Reform under French command

Prior to the mid 182006s, the Sikh army used t.

effective against regional armies and rendered them the most powerful military on the Indian subcontinent |

they could nofight well supplied and highly disciplined armies such as the British into submission as they ha
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attempted to do in 18th century. They still used pikes, matchlock muskets, and traditional Sikh formations whi

were rendered obsolete by British pattemtlbck rifles and long ranged artillery.

However, after the defeat of Napoleon at Waterloo in 1815, many French officers and high rankin
generals were now left without an army to command and began offering their services to an elite clientele
rulerswith weaker or obsolete militaries in the mid@last and south Asia. Ranijit Singh began to recruit these
officers. With the introduction of new European weapons and tactics, the Sikh infantry and artillery improve
tremendously. The Sikh traditional camalvas not altered drastically as it was already a renowned unit in the
region but the regular cavalry was meant to be reformed as well. This, however, was difficult as Ranjit Singh w
more concerned with improving his obsolete infantry and artillerysuaither than his cavalry and the Sikh
soldiers who enlisted in the army preferred to carry out their mounted service in the elite traditional wing rath
than the regular cavalry. Therefore, even with the formation of thel H&ugs under Allard, which as trained
rigorously in French tactics with Sikh applications and executed all its orders in French, the regular cava
continued to be second rate at best well into the reforms made by Allard. This was not the fault of the Frer
officers, however, butather a lack of funding and a cultural disconnect between Sikh cavalgstaot french
cavalry tactics.

Fauj-I-Ain Srength* in Number of Soldiers

Date Infantry Cavalry Artillery Total
1819 7748 750 834 9332
1823 11681 1656 1688 15025
1828 15825 4345 3778 23948
1833 20577 3914 8126 32653
1839 53962 6235 10524 70721

*Does not include the FadjKhas (elite army) strength which was 3176 Infantry, 1667 Cavalry and 855

Artillery by the end of 1839
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The Lahore Durbar (The Court of the Maharaja):

The court of Ranijit Singh was located in Lahore, in present day Pakistan. The language of the court v

Persian. The court was made up of noblemen from various families from across the empire, and all religions w
accepted. The most powerful person ie ttourt was the Maharaja, followed by the vizier, who was the top
political advisor to the Maharaja, and similar to a modern day prime minister. Other than those two positions,’
the most part there were no specific ministers or advisor positions imtine the rest of the noblemen were
essentially equals. The court also included some Europeans, such-8apeste Ventura and Auguste Court,
who had come to serve in the Sikh arhigdividuals present in the court were hand chosen by the Maharaja at
the time, and Ranijit started a tradition of holding various viewpoints and backgrounds in his court to trul
undestand the state of the empire.

Factions: Sandhanwalias vs. Dogras:

After the death of Ranjit Singh, two different factions evolved in the court. Both of these factions wante
to advance their own agendas and put the individuals in power that they supported. The first faction was knc
as the Sikh Sandhanwalias. This was ttoeig that Ranjit came from, and was traditionally the most influehtial.
Sandhanwalias were known in the court as being heavily concerned with the defense of the state, and held t
that reflected this.

On the other side, there were the Hindu Dograss fdtion included three brothers: Dhian Singh, Gulab
Singh and Suchet SindfThis group had converted to Sikhism from Hinduism, but still practiced some aspects
of Hinduism and followed Hindu customs and traditions. Unlike the Sandhawalias, they wereanoerned

with aspects of the empire related to administration as opposed to defense.

https://www.allaboutsikhs.com/historicalents/historicasikh-eventskhalsasarkarin-punjab 17991849
3 https://www.allaboutsikhs.com/historieavents/thefirst-anglo-sikh-war-causesof-anglo-sikh-war
4 |bid.
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Beyond these two factions, there were individuals who fell into neither group such as Europeans, Muslin

and more. Despite this, Sandhanwalia and Dogras foughirditesnce over the empire and the durbar after the
death of Ranjit Singh, and had different views of what should be prioritized, and who should rule. It will be up
the delegates of this committee to represent their faction well while also finding cors@rio orderd create a
functioning empire.

Koh-i-Noor Diamond:

no official estimate of its worth, but it is generally estimated to be worth over

$1 billion® It was given to Ranijit Singh by Shuja Shah Durrani, an Afghani

ruler, in 1813, in return for Ranjit offering him asyldii.h e di amond b est @ired pofessign.i t
Queen Victoria, ruler of the British Empire, also highly coveted the diamond, and hoped to take it from Ranjit
the British were able to conquer the Sikh Empire. Keeping the diamond safe and out of the hands of the Brit

and othe external powers should be something the delegates of this committee take seriously.

The Threat of the British East India Company (BEIC)
BEIC Structure:

The BEIC was a joinstock trading company whose main priorities were gaining money and power.
was granted a charter, signed by Elizabeth | in 1600, which allowed it to act without great interference from t
British government. Thus, the Companyds main res

The Biritish first arrived in India in 1608 and estabéd a trading post in Surat, India. However, the BEIC
was not the only trading company in India; the Danish and Dutch also established trading ports, which led t

great deal of conflict between the three European powers. Local rulers would get arargebef all of the

5 https://www.britannica.com/topic/Kehnoor
6 https://www.worthy.com/famoudiamonds/the&koh-i-noordiamond
7 http://kohinoordiamond.org/histomyf-kohinoordiamond/
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conflict emerging in their nation. Thus, the BEIC had to engage in politics to appease the rulers and was une

to separate politics from trade.

In 1757, the British were able to take control of Bengal through a military victorysadaiench and
Bengali forces. The British conquer of Bengal was an important milestone in the colonization of India becaust
marked the first time that the BEIC were able to officially colonize a portion of the subcontinent. Although the
have had déacto colonies in the region, they were never able to capture a portion of land until this point.

Company rule in India, beginning in 1757, marked a transition for the policies and, further, the
understanding of the role of the British East India CompanytdJpis period, the BEIC remained a trading
company, an organization which provided goods from trade. Its primary function was to increase its wealth a
by consequence, the wealth of its investors. In the subcontinent of India, however, the Compantp bega
experiment their capacity in a new area: governance. With a decisive military victory and the defeat of any nota
hostile force, the BEIC received the right to collect taxes and the right to conduct legal processes in the Ben
province; both of with gave the Company the right to rule Bengal. As their territory expanded, the Compan
became the dominant governing power of India.

The presidency system emerged from this transitionary period as the means through which the Comp
would rule India. Whe the BEIC began to establish its rule in India, it was clear that they would not be able t
govern the entire subcontinent under a single body. As such, the Company decided to decentralize their rule
pseudo independent administrative bodies, caleés i denci es. Al though the Co
centralized under a Governor General seated in Bengal, each presidency had its own administrative core
military force. Depending upon the issue, the Presidency in one location can rulie@ntigolicies then another.
Since the Presidency system was adopted, administrative proaesespanded to match the need of each
presidency. Three have emerged as significantly larger than the others: the Bengal, Bombay, and Mac
presidencies. Eaclerpr esent s a significant portion of the s

provided to the Company. Thus far, the ability for each presidency to manage it large amount of territory
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proving to be difficult, and provides an opportunity fioe Sikhs to take advantage of if the company is not able

to function as a unified body.

The BEIC had three armies in India, one for each of its presidencies: the Bengal Army, the Madras Arr
and the Bombay Army. By 1824, the size of the combined armassalwout 200,000 and had at least 170 sepoy
(native Indian) and 16 European regiments. These number collectively greatly outnumber the Sikhs, so it will
up to the delegates of this committee to find unique ways to defend agaiisitish East India @npany.
Anglo-Sikh Relations:

The Sikh Empire had a cautious but friendly relationship with the British from-1889. During the last
25 years of the 18th century, the Sikh confederacy had conducted large scale raids on modern day Northern |
on Mughal held territories with the help of the British. However, as the Sikhs began to expand further into tf
region and approached territories held by the British East India Company, the British began to resist and supp
the Sikh army with their own foes and artillery bombardments, forcing the Sikh advancements to halt and retire
Upon the foundation of the Sikh Empire under Ranjit Singh, relations between the British and the Sikhs begar
stabilize and the Treaty of Amritsar (1809) was signed betteeBritish East India Company (BEIC) and Ranijit
Singh. The Treaty ceded British controlled territories north of the Sutlej river held formerly by Sikh leaders t
Ranijit Singh. It also outlined a pledge of raggression between both the Sikh Empire &edBritish East India
Company. However, Ranjit Singh wanted a-&ife plan in case the Company ever turned on him.

While Ranjit Singh looked for potential allies in neighboring states such as the Gorkha nation, the BEI
began to expand further into thadlan subcontinent adding more colonies as they went. While there were many
covert attempts to gain an advantage over the other, both states maintained an outward appearance of peac
cooperation with the British allowing the Sikh Empire to trade thindBi§IC controlled territories and even going
as far as to protect Sikh goods in transit or supply them with purchases the Sikh Empire made from Europ:
nations. In 1823, Colonel Claude Martin Wade of the BEIC was appointed to be the agent in charggioignan

relations between British held territories and Maharaja Ranijit Sixddlitionally, he was instructed to inform
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the General Governor of Punjab of Sikh internal affairs, relations within the Sikh court, and their troo

movements/military mobility. Tlsi gave both the BEIC a unique inside view of the Sikh Empire as well as
allowing Ranjit Singh and his court to have a direct connection to the BEICtWdriway connection between

the two regional empires significantly stabilized relations but Britislsqrex were still banned from seeking
employment within the Sikh Empire naerethey permitted to enter the empire unless they were seeking transit
to other regions or had the diplomatic authority to enter.

In 1828, Ranijit Singh sent gifts to King Georgé of Great Britain as a gesture of faith and trust in
upholding the peace between the two empires. It is speculated that this was done in response to the incree
military expansion of the BEIC in the region and near the border of the Sikh Empire adhicchd suspicion for
war preparations. This, however, was apparently not the case as the BEIC claimed it was not preparing to f
the Sikh army but rather to oust the Afghan Shah and form the Afghan Emirate on the western border of the S
Empiree.InB31, Ranjit Singh sent a mission to Simla,
order to confer with Governor General William Bentinck on possible cooperation to oust the hostile Sultan of tl
Kabul and Ghazni regions, Dost Mohamnidthn. In 1838, Ranjit Singh allocated resources and troops in order
to help the BEIC expand the Afghan Emirate over the regions of Kabul and Ghazni in order to prevent an Afgh
invasion from the west which could have destabilized the region and shaiterethtions with the BEIC.

In the current year of 1839, the ever opportune British see the death of Ranjit Singh as a clear opportul
to expand their influence further and the previous cordial relations are in jeopardy of no longer existing. How t
Sikhs will deal with this new situation, while also dealing with their own perdanaloil will influence the path

of this committee.

Other External Relations

SinoSikh Relations
The Sikh Empire had icy relations with their northern Qing neighbors, particularly over territorial dispute

in Tibet and Nepal. These rocky relations were started when Ranjit Singh established the Sikh Empire in 1%
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and began to pose the first threathe previously unchallenged region of Chinese controlled Tibet. The Sikh

began to encroach on Chinese territories and began a conquest campaign in the Himalayas around Nepal ar
Zhang Zhung area west of Tibet and taking control of the cities of LaatakldJammu in the region of Kashmir
southwest of Tibet. While both of these regions were not considered part of Tibet, Tibetans described therr
being Adistinctly foreigno to them, China stil!]l
diplomatic tension between the two empires as the Sikh empire believed they held claims on the provinces
Zhang Zhung and the region of Kashmir which the Chinese saw as part of Tibet and therefore began to builc
fortifications within both Chinese Tiband the Zhang Zhung & Kashmir regions.

In response, the Sikh military began the mobilize on the border of the Chinese Tibet region and built the
own fortifications within the area. Trade between both countries dropped significantly and the Sikly milita
confiscated and raided border caravans and trade posts to hinder Chinese trade in the region, further enragin
Qing dynasty of the middle kingdom. By 1839, relations between the two states have deteriorated and b
empires are attempting to claitmetregion of Tibet as their own. With large military outposts on either side and
constant raids, neither empire is willing to cede any control over disputed areas nor are they willing to comprom
on an agreement thus far and there is much potentiarfye kcale conflict and escalation. However, at this point
the Chinese have become preoccupied with the Opium trade hurting their state. Something both Empires a
on is their disdain with the British, however a clear opportunity is also present tadaketage of the
preoccupied Chinese. The relationship, or lack thereof, the Sikhs hold with the Chinese may play a crucial par
the future of their existence.

Skh and Nepali/Gorkha Relations

Nineteenth century Nepal was ruled by a warrior culture knas\the Gorkha people who were renowned

for the military skill and strength. Much like the Sikhs, they sought to expand their territory during the earl

18006s and began conquering small states | i ks Ki
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encounter between the Sikhs and the Gorkhas was in 1809 after the king of Kangra asked Maharaja Ranijit S

for help in defending his kingdom from the Gorkhas, who were threatening to take over.

Ranjit Singh agreed to help the Kangra king but alsbpghans to annex the small kingdom. After sending
troops and cutting off Gorkha supply lines and encircled the Gorkha forces, leaving them stranded and with
supplies forcing them to surrender. With Kangra now under Sikh control, Ranjit Singh plannegjtate the

kingdom into the Sikh empire but received a request to withdraw his troops from the Gorkha ruler, Amar Sing

Thapa. Ranjit Singh replied that he wou[

remove the troops and split the Kingdom if tif . Ariuasissse.
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aware of. This led negotiations to break down
between the Gorkhas and the Sikh empire, preventing a potentially powerful alliance from forming. Additionall:
the Gorkha nation petitioned the british to help them with an invadi®tunjab shortly after the conclusion of
the conquest of Kangra which was also rejected. In 1814, during the-Giogkha war, Amar Singh Thapa
petitioned Ranijit Singh once more to help him defend again&ritish but Ranjit Singh did not respond.

By 1839, the Gorkha nation had been integrated into part of the British Empire under rule of the Britis
East India Co. and its people subjugated and forced into the ranks Bfitisk army as specialized fighting
forces. However, there are still many largng resistance movements against british rule supported by Nepali
rulers. In 1834 they sent many gifts to Ranjit Singh and had attempted to send agents to send to the Sikh cot

Lahore but the British blocked efforts of communication under Ranjit hSitgvertheless, the fight for
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independence and against British rule continues for the Gorkha people in Nepal as they pine for daly poter

allies against the British.
Afghanistan

Afghanistan has long been an entity with which the Sikhs have had thegreksnents. From fighting
against the Durrani empire during the time of misls to battles over regions such as Peshawar with the Baral
Dynasty, tensions have always uneasy between fksaapowers. By 1837, various battles had fought between
these powes with the Sikhs often coming away as winners as was seen through their amassing of territory frc
the Afghan over Ranjit Singhos reign. I n 1838, a
British came preoccupied with a plan of exagtiheir own influence over Central Asia. To do this, the British
looked to depose the Afghani Amir, Dost Mohammad, and they looked to do this with the Sikhs help. Thus w
negotiated the Triparte treaty of 1838, in which the British formally acknowleddese Si khés con
former Afghan territories of Attock, Peshawar, Hazara, and Kashmir and further influence over other territorie
In return, the Sikhs renounced claims over Shikarpur, and promised a force of 5,000 men to the defense of
Briti sh replacement for the throne of Afghanistan, Shah Shuja for a payment of 2,000,000 million rupees annug
This complicated treaty also involved the Afghans agreeing to joint ABiglo control over the foreign relations
of Afghanistan. While this conflt treaty has been negotiated, the British must still formally depose Dost
Muhammad before this treaty can be put into place.
Franco-Sikh Relations

Sikh relations with the French began after the Sikh Empire was forced to sign the Treaty of Amritsar
1809 as they were not able to fully advance their troops past the westernized ranks of the BEIC. After initia
attempting to modernize and westernize his armies through the use of BEIC deserters who only proved themse
to be very unreliable, Ranjit Sihgurned to other European powers for help. Ranijit Singh was in luck as after
Napol eonds defeat at Waterl oo in 1815, many of f

services as mercenaries for other clients in central and south Asjd.$agh began employing these officers
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and eventually hired one of Napoleonds veteran (gEe

and reform his military. Gen. Allard then created the elite forces of the Khas military of Ragjiti8iawn as
the Faujl-Kkhas or fAFrench Legion. o This wunit became so
the French government who began opening trade relations with the Sikh Empire by selling them weapons .

volunteering junior offters who were eager to receive extensive field experience.

Note about crisis expem@tions and character research

We understand that this committee is difficult to research for due to the time period and many resourc
are not in English. We have included a list of helpful books that you can request from your local library, howev
there are plenty of resources onloh@ not feel as though you have to spend money on this committee. We have
made this background guide as in depth as we possibly could, the things that we mention will most definite
show up in the committee and should be useahasitline for further resarch.

When researching your character make sure that you focus on the specific things we mention in 1
character blurbs. Due to some characters having little background we will add some things to the character bl
to make sure that you all have ebresources. If you cannot find something that we wrote in the character blurb
go with what the blurb says. Fexample,you blurb states you have a brother living in France but you cannot
find any moreinformation on their existence then do not dismisd tte were wrong. We gave you that resource
on purpose to help you out in committee.

Furthermore, feel free to have some creative liberty if a large amount of research is not available on yc
character. The point of this committee is to look into a umiggion at a unique point in history, not to get bogged
down on the details or lack thereof on specific characters. If you have questions about this, please let us kn
we are here to help. Your position and your character name are both importaratchieBeey will both play a
role in this committee, feel free to take on your character as much as you would like. We have added some tr

and personality details to make this more fun for you. You should research outside your character to make ¢
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thatyou are as well researched as possible. The delegates that do the best are often times the ones that read

their fellow delegates characters as well.

An another issue that some of you may run into is the amount of military positions there ageasdieis
is a war committee these positions are very important. Your military rank will not hinder you from voicing you
opinion and havingnequal say in the committee. This committee will be run as a democracy. If you have an

guestions oconcernsfeel free to reach out to us@tsisé@msumun.org

Good luck once again,

Sikh Empire Back Room Staff
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Characters

JeanBaptiste VenturaMilitary Commander and Governor of Lahore

Ventura was an lItalian mercenary, former general under Napoleon, and

archaeologist in the Indian subcontinent. He fought in several battles for

Napol eon. He

was hired by Ranjit Singh in 1822 t

and aid him in the modernization ¢fis military. Once the plans for

modernization had been drawn, Ventura commanded Sikh forces at the battle

of Nowshera (1823) and aided in one of the first captures of Peshawar (1823).

Upon these successes, he and the other european officers, chiefty, Alla

Court, and Avitabile, continued to modernize the Sikh army by implementing

European style tactics. Because of this, Ranjit Singh acknowledged him as one of the key commanders of

Darbar forces in the army and was given the title of Governianrof Lahore. He was a determined and loyal

man that was dedicated to his work, he continues to work in Punjab and supported Sher Singh. He also hi

daughter and a wife that he deeply cared alfout.

Dhian SinghVizier:

Dhian Singh was a member of the Dagtynasty from the conquered state of
Jammu and an influential figure of 1
ranks as a regular court military staffer and used his diplomatic abilities to gain
the trust of Ranijit Singh. The middle child of thre@s, Dhian worked alongside

his brother doing the administrational work for the royal household as a
chamberlain. This allowed him to rise to more power and influence, culminating
in his promotion to General. His forces won many battles over the yeaheand

used this credibility to propel himself further up to political hierarchy. He was

8 http://www.sikhiwiki.org/index.php/Jean_Baptiste_Ventura
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